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Fig. 10.8.
parallel, oblique stationary slits,
behind which oblique stripes (not
shown) drift down to the right.
Initially the short ends of the slits
are cut horizontally, as shown

on the left, so that the slits
appear to drift horizontally (long
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horizontal arrow). Then a tiny
triangular piece migrates slowly
from the bottom of each slit to
the top of the slit below. When
they arrive they make the slit
ends vertical, so that now the
slits appear to drift vertically
(long vertical arrow).
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tally. But if you now make the top and bottom edges of the window
slope obliquely, the stripes instantly appear to move obliquely up or
down according to the slope of the tiny ends of the window. They
appear to be dragged up or down by the tips. This effect is seen only
if the brightness differences at the long edges of the window are
eliminated. Furthermore, as in the case of the dot pattern, if the
average brightness of the stripes is the same as the surround, the
entire window appears to drift with the stripes. On the other hand if
the brightness difference is introduced the window appears station-
ary. This phenomenon was demonstrated dramatically by filling the
entire screen with oblique slit-shaped windows, all with the same
orientation (Fig. 10.8).

The flicker in the surround was manipulated so that it bordered
only the sides or only the ends of the slits. Result: it was the sides
that were important. When the flicker was confined to the long sides
of the slits, removing the luminous edges (Fig. 10.7(c)), the vertically
cut slit still appeared to drift vertically and the horizontally cut slit



